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DURANT COMMUNITY SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
HOME OF THE WILDCATS 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
  

VOTE:  SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 
 
 

Current Facilities 
 

What is wrong with our current facility? Isn’t it good enough? 

• Good enough is a strategy that will fail our children and community. Funding is a 

constraint that we must bend to as a reality of operating any facility. Ever since the 

last similar investment nearly 40 years ago, the school administration has been 

maintaining the community’s investment, but we have reached a point where the 

community needs to invest again, just like the community did 40 years ago. Our 

students need security, STEM opportunities, useful fine arts infrastructure, and proper 

athletic facilities. These are all areas that we are falling behind in. New family’s looking 

for a place to grow roots won’t settle for good enough. These families will find 

community’s that are willing to invest in them.    

How much parking will be lost or gained? 

• The plan is to keep close to the same amount of parking that we currently have.    

Why aren’t we putting in air conditioning in the current building? 

• We did look into air conditioning, but it was not cost effective. We only let out for heat 

a few times per year and when that is weighed against the added electrical cost it isn’t 

necessary. To install air conditioning in the older areas of the building the cost would 

be in the millions due to the need to retrofit the ductwork and would result in 

additional utility expenses. 

What about other projects such as football bleachers? 

• By doing this bond the school can continue to afford to do those bigger projects, like 

bleachers, windows, tiling etc. If we don’t do the bond then those maintenance items 

will get pushed to the bottom as the priorities of the district will change. In short, the 

bond will help us to engage more quickly on items like windows, tile work, ceiling tiles 

and football bleachers.   
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What facility concerns are currently ongoing in the building for example roof leaks, ceiling tiles, 

windows, floor tiles etc.? Are these things going to be taken care of in the proposal? If not is 

there a plan to address these issues? 

• Facility concerns are handled on an ongoing basis thorough our capital improvement 

dollars. The district currently has a capital project projection plan that is based on 

these improvement dollars. Some of these projects include windows, track 

resurfacing, football bleachers etc.  The bond is critical to allow the district to address 

the large project and also be able to do the smaller projects as mentioned above. 

 

Taxes and Funding  
 

What will the impact of this referendum be on our community’s taxes? 

• The Durant community’s taxes are currently the lowest in the surrounding area and if 

this referendum is passed, we will remain one of the lowest in the surrounding area. 

The tax impact will be approximately $3.50 per thousand. A graphic has been 

produced to provide a quick comparison to the surrounding areas and a spreadsheet 

has been developed and posted to the district website to assist with how this will 

impact each individual on a monthly/yearly basis.  

Are there any current bonds coming off the schools debt soon? If so when will that occur? How 

much will come off? 

• The current bond will come off in 2020, the approximate reduction in taxes related to 

that bond will be .47 cents per $1000  

Will there be a community meeting organized to talk to a tax expert? 

• Yes. The committee has organized a meeting with Mr. Matt Gillespie the district 

bondsman. This community meeting is scheduled on July 24th to review the tax impact 

and answer any specific questions community members may have.     

How long will it take to pay off this proposed referendum? 

• The proposal is based off of a 20 year bond.  

What are we doing with School house funds? 

• The school administration has been making steady improvements and providing 

maintenance to our facilities every single year via the school house funds. The funds 

allocated for the improvements and maintenance are not budgeted or intended to 

take on this type of enhancement. It has been nearly 40 years since the community 

has made a similar sized investment in the future of the district. Our community needs 

to make this investment to keep pace with the current demands. If we fail to invest in 

our school, how can we expect new families with new students to invest in us?  
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Are there any grants available to help with this project? 

• No  

Are we still paying for the preschool and administration addition to the school? If so when will 

that be paid off? 

• Yes we are still paying on the bond for the preschool addition; this bond will be paid 

off in 2020 with an approximate reduction of .47 cents per $1000.     

How does open enrollment affect the money that comes into the district? 

• Open enrolled student’s tax dollars do not flow to our district, they stay in the 

student’s home school district.  

Is there state money available? 

• The Durant Community School District receives one-cent sales tax money from the 

state called SAVE. Currently this is used for maintenance and other projects in the 

district such as the new middle school windows.  The passage or denial of the bond 

will determine how these future funds are utilized.   

 

General Questions 
 

Why is the school district rushing this process through? 

• Please reference the timeline provided on the referendum fact sheet on the school 

website. The committee has gone through an exhaustive process to allow the proper 

time and thoughtful consideration necessary to fully develop a vision that will be most 

beneficial to the school and the community with this plan now fully developed, we 

have rolled it out for public consideration.  

Where will the voting stations be located? 

• The election will be held at the Durant community center, if you cannot attend please 

request an absentee ballot.       

Can you vote absentee in this election? 

• Yes, please visit cedar county elections website and request an absentee ballot or visit 

the Durant Community School website for details.    
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Why do we need all of these things done to our school? 

• This is necessary to provide our community and children with the appropriate tools 

and facilities to compete with our peers at a student level as well as at a school district 

level. The school administration has been making steady improvements and providing 

maintenance to our facilities every single year. The funds allocated for the 

improvements and maintenance are not budgeted or intended to take on this type of 

enhancement. It has been nearly 40 years since the community has made a similar 

sized investment in the future of the district. Our community needs to make this 

investment to keep pace with the current demands. If we fail to invest in our school, 

how can we expect families with new students to invest in us?    

Durant Community School district enrollment is declining-why would we do this project? 

• Durant enrollment has tapered due to the fact that we no longer can count on 

students coming from Davenport due to their own open enrollment policies and 

Bennett enrollment has decreased due to those students having the option to attend 

Tipton or Durant so we don’t get as many students from there as well. With those two 

factors our enrollment looks smaller but Durant enrollment has stayed steady.   

How many students graduated in 2018? How many students did not graduate? 

• 42 students graduated in 2018 and 4 students did not.   

How many students were enrolled in the Durant Community School District in 2018? 

• 693 students were enrolled in the district in 2018. 

Will bond money be spent on employee salaries? 

• No bond referendum money will be spent on school infrastructure and enhancements. 

No money from the bond will be used to pay salaries.   

If the bond doesn’t get passed what happens next? Can the community vote again? 

• State law requires 6 months in between bond referendums. The building committee 

would need to regroup and determine next course of action.  

How many votes are needed for the bond to pass? How many actual voters need to say yes?  

• The bond must pass with a super majority of 60% of the voters saying yes. It is hard to 

determine the number of voters needed to say yes to pass the bond because we don’t 

know how many people will vote.   
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Safety and Security 
 

Will the school add bullet proof windows to the old part of the building as well as the new? 

• Bullet resistant glazing systems are currently not considered in the budget. 

If not bullet proof glass what other types of security features will the windows have?  

• The project is so early in the planning stages that the detail required to answer this 

question does not exist. If the proposal passes; the building committee will work 

closely with the construction company to ensure safety and security is the top priority 

of the project.  This could include reflective film or other materials.     

Has the district looked into a school resource officer? Is this part of the bond referendum? 

• The school has begun looking into a resource officer, this is not part of the bond 

proposal as this is money for personal not on the building.    

Did the Durant police department offer to pay 25% of a resource officer’s salary? 

• No the district has not had discussions with the city to provide a resource officer to 

the school nor has the city offered to pay 25% of an officers salary. Any decision like 

this would have to be approved by city council.     

The proposal budget printed in the Wilton advocate showed the cost of the gym at $4.8 million 

or about 44% of the $10.8 million dollar project. Isn’t that indicative of the priorities of the 

project? 

• Yes the proposed budget for the gym is about 44% of the project budget; however 

cost is not indicative of the school, the school boards or the districts priorities. The 

project guidelines discussed at the beginning of this project over two years ago were 

the driving force of the project. Those guidelines were- that it must impact all student 

groups of the district, it must address safety and security concerns, must address 

academics and must affect the future of the district. While it is hard to put an actual 

cost on security in regards to the athletic complex, the fact is the athletic facility is 

essential to the overall safety and security of the building.  

Will there be metal detectors with the secured entrance?  

• This is an option that will be reviewed when the design process gets underway after 

the bond is passed. 
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Education 
 

Why is it essential to have specific classrooms dedicated to STEM? Isn’t STEM taught in all 

classes? 

• STEM classrooms allow for deeper understanding and more hands on approaches to 

math and science learning. The state of Iowa is promoting the Iowa STEM Scale-up 

program to make our students leaders in STEM learning. In order to stay current and 

forward thinking, Durant needs to update some classrooms so that the students can 

have appropriate space to practice these learning techniques in the areas of math and 

science. STEM is everywhere, but accessing the hands on portion in an updated 

environment is a key to success. We want Durant students to be leaders in STEM. 

Where do our students currently learn the STEM curriculum? 

• Currently our students are exposed to STEM in several classroom environments, but 

learning that is specific to STEM is often done in the hallways or storage areas; 

anywhere that we can find space to house the materials that go along with the STEM 

projects. Our students deserve more than a hallway or storage area to explore math 

and science in a STEM related capacity. 

 

Construction 
 

Will the proposed new additions have air conditioning? 

• Currently this specific construction design has not been completed. We are too far out 

in the project to give specific details such as this, however the construction team will 

do everything in its power to ensure all new construction has air conditioning when 

weighing the budget versus other construction needs. 

Will the district look at putting in mini splits in areas not slated for AC such as the auditorium? 

Or whole house fans in the old building? 

• After the bond referendum process, we will be able to further assess this.  During 

design the project team will validate the most cost effective option available and 

during the bidding phase we will be able to assess this as a standalone cost.  When this 

pricing is in hand and the total budget vs. actual bid value known, a final decision will 

be made.  

What is the square footage of the athletic facility? 

• The building foot print is proposed to equal approximately 34,000 sf, however the 

specific construction design has not been completed. We are too far out in the project 

to give specific details such as this; however the proposal will include a practice area, a 

high school competition area, locker rooms, and concession stands.  
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When will construction begin if the bond is passed, how long will the construction take? 

• The earliest that construction could begin would be 4/1/19 for work that did not 

impact daily school options.  The duration of the schedule depends on the final 

design.   

How far away from the original building will the proposed new athletic facility be? 

• The approximate footage away from the original building is 50ft.   

Why wasn’t this project bid out? Why was Bush construction chosen without a bid? 

• The project was bid out like any project per Iowa code.    

• Bush construction won the bid as the consultant for this project per Iowa code.  

• The full project will also be competitively bid once the community approves the 

project.  

• The bid process will be open to local businesses not just large construction companies.    
 

Consolidation with Wilton 
 

Why hasn’t the district looked into consolidation with the Wilton School district? 

• This was looked at by both school boards and it was determined that this was not a 

path that either district wanted to push for. Both boards and districts understand the 

importance of the school as the community center of each of their towns.  

• The districts already share many classes with each other; this includes: art, family 

consumer science, Industrial tech, Ag, middle school band and business some which 

are centralized in Durant and some in Wilton.  

• Both school boards also recently agreed to share a superintendent, Mr. Joe Burnett 

started as the Durant superintendent on July 2nd while continuing his role as the 

superintendent of the Wilton School District as well.   

• The school districts also share a transportation director whose role is planning and 

organizing all of the bus routes.      

Why don’t we just place a school in a central location in between both towns and create one 

school district? 

• Again, the districts both recognize the importance of having a school located in each 

town. It is the central hub for both Wilton and Durant 

• The cost to build a brand new school would far exceed the cost of this bond.  

• Both towns would have two buildings that would need to find usefulness or be torn 

down.  
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Auditorium 
 

How many does the current auditorium seat and how many would the renovated auditorium 

seat? 

• Current auditorium: This space currently seats 300-325 individuals 

• Renovated auditorium: The design programming for this space has not been 

completed. However, as part of the programming process, the exact number of the 

seats will be established. The number of seats will be increasing, but it is premature to 

set what he exact capacity of the space will require. The goal of the project will be to 

have enough seating for most performances.       

We seldom use the auditorium now why do we need to renovate it? 

• It is true that this space is not being used to the extent that we need. There are 

several reasons for this: 

� There is not enough seating for certain performances (seating system is 

actually falling apart and is so old that replacement parts do not exist.) 

� The stage will not accommodate for certain performances 

� The space is not compliant with ADA standards.  

� The renovation activities will correct all of these issues and make the space 

useable again for all our fine art’s needs.  

Why haven’t we done regular maintenance so our auditorium doesn’t need all these repairs? 

• Maintenance has consistently been provided to the space over the life of the 

auditorium. At this moment there are definite maintenance issues with this space, an 

example being that the seating is falling apart and they are so old that there are no 

replacement parts available. The deeper issue is that the space simply doesn’t work 

and for the most part is unusable.  

� There is not enough seating for certain performances 

� The stage will not accommodate for certain performances  

� The space is not compliant with ADA standards 

• The renovation activities will correct all of these issues and make the space useable 

again for all our fine art’s needs.  
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Why do we need to update the auditorium because our band and choir numbers are 

decreasing? 

• This is false. Our fine arts programs are not decreasing. AS an example, band 

membership is currently up to 80+ students 

• The fine arts department needs to use this area for school and community events, but 

the current seating as well as stage size does not allow enough space for the 

performers let alone the family and friends who would be in attendance 

• This space is beyond general maintenance due to space, safety, ADA and replacement 

availability, etc.…to be brought back into a useful condition for the community.   

Will the renovated auditorium have air conditioning?  

• Currently this specific construction design has not been completed. We are too far out 

in the project to give specific details such as this, however the construction team will 

do everything in its power to ensure all new construction has air conditioning when 

weighing the budget versus other construction needs.  
 

Athletic Facility 
 

Why is the gym so large and is this necessary? 

• The gym size and scope has been determined over the period of two years of 

meetings. There are several drivers that lead to the current scope of this portion of 

the project.    

� Meet federal requirements for physical education 

� Replace gym space that was removed via the cafeteria project many years ago.  

� Replace existing gym space that does not meet basic safety and ADA standards 

� Relieve scheduling issues of classes around gym availability 

� Allow High school, Junior high student athletes and their parents more reasonable 

after school schedules which will allow them to be home at a decent time to study, 

complete homework or have family time.  

� The gym is also a vital piece in the proposal to enhance the safety and security of the 

building, without the gym space moving many other parts of this proposal cannot 

happen. The long walk way to a staff member from the high school commons will 

remain.  

How does the proposed athletic facility address the educational concerns in the district? 

• It is necessary to move the current high school gym because it has an impact on the 

rest of the proposal. There are many moving parts to the building due to the 

guidelines laid out prior to the scope of the project that anything the district did 

should impact all student groups of the Durant school district. Without this move it is 

hard to move the other pieces which include STEM, Safety and Security measures, fine 

arts etc…       
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Why are we building a detached gym instead of an attached gym? 

 

• There are several reasons why it makes sense to have a detached gym in lieu of an 

attached gym and this was heavily discussed while developing the scope of the 

project. The reasons are as follows: 

� A detached gym is the most cost effective option overall. 

� Detaching the building will avoid costly modifications to existing systems 

where the building code has changed over the years.  This is a very costly 

process and detaching the gym avoids this. 

� Construction required to provide the proper fire separation would be very 

costly.  Detaching the gym avoids this impact. 

� At the location that the gym would be attached, there are several major 

utilities that would need to be relocated.  This is a very costly process and 

detaching the gym avoids this impact. 

� Protecting the existing building structurally during below grade via 

underpinning, sheeting, shoring or other means during construction is very 

costly.  Detaching the gym avoids this impact. 

� Separating the gym allows for access to the space without comprising off hours 

security to the school as a whole.  Currently, those who have access to the gym 

after hours have access to the school with no significant security measures in 

place to allow them throughout the space. 

� An attached facility was over $13 million dollars not including the cost of the 

basement, while a detached facility the cost was $4.8 million. There is also a 

utility line that crosses the school parking lot; this would have to be addressed 

as well and would add to the cost of the project.       

 

Why is it the taxpayer’s duty to provide practice time for club teams? 

 

• The school is the town’s central meeting facility; the school will always try and 

accommodate our Durant club teams, these students are the schools future middle 

school and high school athletes. However, the athletic facility proposal 

recommendation is due to the district scheduling all educational classes around gym 

time due to the lack of space. Educators should not be scheduling around gym space 

and time. Also the detached gym also provides a cost effective way to enhance and 

deepen the safety and security of the building. Without the gym moving the long walk 

through the high school commons before you reach a staff member will remain. 

 

Will the new athletic facility have air conditioning? 

• Currently this specific construction design has not been completed. We are too far out 

in the project to give specific details such as this, however the construction team will 

do everything in its power to ensure all new construction has air conditioning when 

weighing the budget versus other construction needs.  

 


